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Probably the least boring  school newspaper you are 

ever likely to read! 

                                             Miss Howarth 

On 23rd of October, six teachers came to Langdale School for interview to take Mrs Sharpe’s place in teach-

ing Class 2. In the morning, Class 3 gave the six new teachers a first interview, with questions they had thought of. 

After teaching a lesson to the Y3/4 class, they were then given a formal interview by the head teacher and gover-

nors. Miss Howarth was selected as the new teacher, and everyone is looking forward to getting to know her. 

When asked if she was good at sorting arguments out Miss Howarth replied, “Yes I think I am good at 

sorting arguments out. I like to sit the people down and listen to both of sides of the argument and I try not to get 

cross and shout.” One of the other question was, ‘Do you always follow the rules?’, to which she explained “Yes, 

when rules are there to keep people safe you do have to keep them, but some of the 

rules can be broken.”    

 Miss Howarth also told the children that she would like to run arts or sports 

clubs, that she was looking forward to meeting everyone and that her favourite food 

was crisps. She enjoys playing hockey with her team mates, and her favourite sports 

team is the All Blacks rugby team. She also told them her birth date.  

 Jess commented “It is sad that Mrs Sharpe is leaving but it 

will be good to have a new teacher too.” 
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                         Mrs Sharpe Is Leaving 

 Mrs Sharpe is the Year 3&4 teacher. She has taught at Langdale 

School for 16 years and is very sadly leaving. The staff and  children were 

very sad when they found out and tried to make her last few weeks at 

school more enjoyable. Emilie Beston explained “I will miss all the funny 

moments we had with Mrs Sharpe and I will be sad to see her leave.” 

 Mrs Sharpe has come on all the residentials with Langdale School 

and has invented lots of new traditions such as pulling hair, the whole 

school camp talent show and the tea trolley act at the Christmas party. 

Mrs Sharpe did have some less than happy memories - she lost her wedding ring whilst ghyll scrambling 

with the children! 

Mrs Sharpe is a great teacher and everyone at Langdale School will miss her very much. They will 

remember her and all her time spent at Langdale School with great fondness.      
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Awesome Accommodation 

 On Wednesday the 16th of September all the juniors of 

Langdale School set off in Dan Robinson and the rest of Real 

Adventure’s van to Ingleton where they were staying for two 

nights on a residential trip.  The chalet was made completely 

out of wood and had cosy, comfortable beds and sofas. In the 

evening all of the children had Michael as their chef. He made 

beautiful spaghetti bolognaise for tea and for pudding he 

made chocolate pots. When they had all had a chill-out in 

their bedrooms, they climbed into their pyjamas and came 

into the sofa room to watch a film called The Simpsons Movie.  

 In 

the morning all of the children came into the dining 

room to play with the Lego and eat their breakfast. 

After breakfast they got dressed and ready for a 

long day ahead. At the end of the day Michael the 

cook had a soothing hot pea soup ready for them 

to drink when they arrived back at the lodge. After 

another film and tea they were all ready for a good 

night’s sleep, ready for a long day of walking ahead. 

North Yorkshire Residential Visit 

                           Dry Ghyll Scrambling 

On Tuesday 16th September the Langdale Juniors went to 
Ingleton for their residential to do a range of fun and challenging 
activities. The first planned outing was to go dry ghyll scrambling 
or walking, and the children were very much looking forward to it. 

Before the scrambling could take place, the group were 
taken to the accommodation to drop off their bags. About half an 
hour later they got their day bags and split into groups. One group 
went walking and the other group went dry ghyll scrambling.  

There were about five parts to the scramble, the first part 
was just a little stroll, the second part was a little bit of climbing - 
they had to hit a bag so they knew we were going the right way, 
then there were two climbing parts. One was small and one was 
medium, then the second to last part was a descent which lots of 
people found hard and scary. The last part was a little stroll down 
the rocks. When they got back to the accommodation they had 
some lovely warm soup and a yummy dinner. 



Yorkshire Three Peaks 

On Thursday the 18th of September 2015 on 

their residential in Ingleton Yorkshire, four year six-

es did the Yorkshire Three Peaks. 

The day before when we were dry ghyll 

James (a year six pupil) came up with a great idea to 

go up the Yorkshire Three Peaks and Dan (a Real 

Adventure instructor) agreed to do it, but he sadly 

twisted his ankle and had to go to hospital so in-

stead he sent Liam (also an instructor) to come with 

us and Mrs Jenkinson sent Mrs Garner to accompa-

ny them.  

The Yorkshire three peaks are Ingleborough, 

Whernside and Pen-y-Ghent and they completed 

the climb in six hours and thirty minutes. 

Courageous Caving 

On the last day of the residential the Junior class went cav-

ing, they had a big breakfast so as to have plenty of energy 

for the adventure ahead. After breakfast Dan Robinson (the Real Adventure instructor), helped them get 

their kit on: there were thick fluffy jumpers, big over suits and wellies. They could hardly move because 

they were so big and stuffy! Sometime later they all trooped into the minibus and drove off to the caves. 

 When they got to the caves they split into two groups. Each group went into separate caves. The 

caves were wet and dark, at one point they turned their head torches off and it was pitch black, they 

couldn’t see the wall right next to them! Some of the children went through the cheese press which is a 

very thin space of rock and had to push themselves through it. Not everyone managed as it was very diffi-

cult! 

The two groups met in the middle of the cave system. They were told to shout as loud as possible, 

it echoed all around and was extremely loud. When they got out of the cave everyone walked back down 

to the minibus, soaking wet and happy, to sit down after a long, wet and exhausting day. 



                                                                        Shoe Box Appeal 

 How many people don’t get anything for Christmas? You’ll be surprised how many children don’t 

get a thing, particularly in poorer areas such as Romania. Some families there are so poor; they can’t 

afford to have toys, proper beds, good cooking equip-

ment and they might only have one set of clothes.  A 

charity has been set up to help those children, called 

Boxes of Hope. It is run by people who live near Lang-

dale.    

  So everyone in Langdale School (and all around 

Cumbria) packed a shoe box with things from hats and 

gloves to sweets and toothbrushes. Then they all got 

sent off to the children in Romania.  

  Some Romanian children share their boxes but 

there is still not enough for everyone, 

even though there are about ten thou-

sand shoe boxes donated from Cum-

bria. 

 Jessie exclaimed, “I think it is a 

good idea that people around Cumbria 

can make the Romanian children’s 

Christmas a fun one.” 

 They hope that the children who 

got shoe boxes had a happy Christmas. 

School News 

Infant shop 

In the Infants they have made a shop to 

learn about money and what a real 

shop does. All the Infants love playing 

in the shop. 

Alaana exclaimed “I like being the shop 

keeper because you get to give change 

to the customer to help with maths.” 

Owen says “I love being the customer 

because I get to work out what amount 

of money I need to buy different prod-

ucts.”  

Harvest Festival 

Harvest Festival is a celebration of all the wonderful food that 

is produced every year, and gathered for the winter at this time of 

year.  At Langdale School the children’s donations of food were given 

to the less fortunate and families that have less money than others. 

Their Harvest Festival was held in Little Langdale Chapel on Friday, the 

2nd of October. 

They walked up to the Chapel from school through the Forest 

Nursery, up and through the quarry, then there was a long trek up a 

rocky and grassy path. They finally got to the Chapel. Everyone had 

butterflies in their tummies but had rehearsed their lines on the way 

up. When they were inside the Chapel they all sat down and friends 

and family were there waiting for them, and of course Mr. Wrigley the 

vicar was there too. At the end of the service they all left the Chapel 

feeling very proud of themselves for performing in front of everyone, 

and for having collected so much food to be given to the Leonard 

Cheshire Home, 

and a local food 

bank.  

Back at 

school, after a very 

welcome lunch, 

normal activities 

resumed.                                          



Funky Funfairs 

 On Friday 16th October, all the pupils of Langdale School participated in a Mouse Funfair Competition where they had to 

build; yes you guessed it, mouse funfairs! They put their wellies and coats on and then got split into groups of about three or 

four to start brain-storming. Then they all lined up to go into the forest nursery. Everyone ran to find places for their fairs while 

the teachers just stood on the top of the hill by the fire circle to supervise and assist when needed.  

 Owen exclaimed, “I really enjoyed making swings, a café serving cheese and two trampolines; one big and one small.”  

 Lots of groups made a bar with cheese (it was actually rotting wood), blackberries and beechnuts. Some of the most 

popular rides were: roller coasters, train tracks and swings. 

James’ group’s fair featured a hotel with a swimming pool 

and for the mice that have a head for heights there was 

even a diving board! 

“It was a really exciting activity to do because it’s very differ-

ent from inside leaning,” remarked Joe. 

 When time was up, the teachers called all the chil-

dren to gather round the fire circle.  After that, the teachers 

went round inspecting everyone’s work. Some groups even 

added some finishing touches before the ‘inspectors’ came 

to score their builds. 

 When they eventually got inside, everyone was really 

excited and couldn’t wait for the scores to be read out. The 

winners were Joe’s group and Rowenna’s but all the fairs were really good 

Rowenna told us, “I really enjoyed making my funfair and the best part was making a canyon swing with a bit of string attached 

to the roots of the tree.”  

 Then, they all spent the afternoon creating little leaflets to advertise their funfairs and had great fun drawing the rides 

and other features. They all really liked building the funfairs and hope the mice will enjoy their visit! 

                      Children in Need 

On Thursday the 5th of November the children at Langdale School raised £65 

for children in need. Children in Need is a charity that helps children less fortu-

nate than others. They all dressed up in spots and dots and brought in some 

money to donate. 

  That morning in assembly a surprise awaited the children of Langdale 

School. They were sitting listening to a normal boring assembly when who 

should walk in but Pudsey bear and someone from BBC Radio Cumbria! All the 

children were very excited.  

Georgie, aged four, said “I loved Pudsey bear coming in it was very exciting.”  

First they had some games with Pudsey where they had to guess what his favourite food was, it 

was sausage! 

  Then they went outside and had a group photo with Pudsey, he was by far the tallest! Then the 
Year 5&6 children recited a poem for the BBC about children in need, they were very nervous! They were 
all sad to see Pudsey go but they had a great day and will all remember it.             



More School News 
Building Learning Power 

 And Mindfulness   

On Thursdays the children in the Junior class are 

doing a new lesson called Building Learning Power or 

Mindfulness.  

Rowenna explained “Mindfulness is very relaxing 

and it calms you down.” You can do seven one hour ses-

sions or nine half hour sessions. It helps you to think about 

your brain and its four different parts - they are called the 

hippocampus, the prefrontal cortex, the amygdala and the 

insula. They also talk about their own minds. 

  In part of their learning, there was a session about 

puppy training. They were talking about concentrating 

which is like a puppy because puppies  wander off when 

you don’t want them to just like your own mind some-

times does.  

Archie commented “It is great!” 

Joe told us “Building learning power is good to calm your 

mind.” Group B have nearly finished the course and have 

really enjoyed it.  

   The New Extension  

One day in April the children at Langdale 

School found out they were getting a new extension. 

The work started about two and a half weeks into the 

summer holidays and they were all very excited. The 

building work took a long time and the children were 

delighted when it was finished because they didn’t 

have to listen to the building work outside. 

 The new extension is now used for lunchtime, 

assembly and bigger events like the Christmas party. 

All of children like the new room but it is still a little bit 

empty even though it has chairs, tables and golden red 

and purple sweatshirts. 

The children enjoy the new building for lots of 

reasons, one of them is because people can play in the 

sand pit again as it had been blocked off by the build-

ers. Another reason was that we could have playtime 

before school starts again, annoyingly the builders left 

a lot of rubble and slate so we had to clean it up. 

  Everyone loves the new building and is looking 

forward to using it for other exciting things. 

Undefeated Netball Champions 

One day Mrs Jenkinson (Langdale School’s head teacher) received a letter which said ‘You are invited to a netball 

match at the Lakes School on the 13th of October, yours sincerely Mr Cunningham.’ 

 Mrs Jenkinson told Year 5&6 “There is a netball tournament coming up soon and we are in it but… we 

won’t be able to go through to the next round even if we win our group, because you need at least five girls… and 

we only have three. But I asked if we could play in this one and luckily they said yes. So we need to start practising 

because when we go up against the other teams we could have a good chance of winning.”    

The next thing they had to do was find a coach, luckily a teacher in the school knew how to play and one of 

the Mums volunteered to help and coach the team as well (when the mum was little she played in a netball team). 

The teacher was called Emily Thornhill and the parent helper was called Kerrie Benson. The team thought they 

were good coaches.  

Archie enthused, “Kerrie was a good coach and not too tough on us, so it made us want to join in.”  
The training payed off because they won the games they played which was awesome, The children were 

delighted and proud that they had come first in their group,  yay!J 
The children were very pleased to tell their friends at school about their achievements, and were given a 

big cheer. 



  The Buddy Bench 

There are times when everyone can feel lonely, or in need of a little friendly chat, and Mrs Jenkinson did an 

assembly to get the children thinking about this and feeling safe and welcome in school. She told the children 

about her previous school having a ‘buddy bench’. She explained that if someone was feeling lonely, upset or need-

ed someone to play with, they could sit there and someone would notice and ask if they needed cheering up.  

It was decided that one of the benches already in the porch would be used for this purpose, and the Year 5 

and 6 pupils thought it would be a great idea to decorate it and are going to do that in Mrs Jenkinson’s Art Club at 

lunchtimes on a Tuesday. They are hoping to turn a plain, worn old bench into a lovely decorated buddy bench, 

ready to be used to help people feel happier, which is something everyone at Langdale School thinks is important. 

     Brilliant Blackpool 

One day, one of the Langdale school pupils went to Blackpool to watch a dance competition that 

his sister and another Langdale pupil, Erin were dancing in. Erin explained “It was fun dancing on the 

stage but it took a lot of dedication.” 

It was a long day for Miles who was taken round the town to shop with his mum, but eventually 

they went back to watch the dance. There were two groups, the younger ones who danced in the morn-

ing and the older ones in the afternoon, which is when his sister was dancing. There were fifty two dances 

altogether, and Miles had to wait until dance twenty six to finally see his sister. Luckily the other dances 

were good so it wasn’t too boring! 

All the waiting and having to stay still was worth it though, as dance twenty six were the winners! 

The crowd went wild, and Miles was very proud of his sister. 

Out of School News 

                   Holiday to York 

In the first week of the summer Holiday, Archie and his family went 

to the Flamingo Land Resort.  On the way there Archie and his family went 

to the York railway museum, to look at the trains and have some food- 

Archie had pizza for lunch. 

When they got to Flamingo Land, they went to check in. A man gave 

them the key and a map to get to the caravan. When they got to the caravan 

they had to unpack the bags. Then they went to the rides! One off the rides 

Simon and Joseph went on was a big ride that chucks you in to the sky. The 

next day Simon and Joseph went on a ride called velocity which is the fasted 

ride in Flamingo Land. Archie, Charlie, Elsa and their mum went on a ride 

that spins around and around in a plane. After that they all went to the a 

arcade and won lots of toys, two pence coins and tickets to win sweets. 

Archie won a lot of sweets! The next day Simon, Joseph, Archie and Charlie 

went on a ride called Hero. Four people lie down on the roller-coaster and it 

goes quite fast. After that Simon and Joseph went on Velocity again. A few 

days later they went on a balloon ride that spins around.  

The family thoroughly enjoyed their holiday. 



Glorious Greece 

On Sunday the 18th of October the Ligemas set off in their car to Manchester Airport where they were flying 

from. They had a three hour flight to Athens, the capital of Greece. When they had done all of the faffing 

around in the airport they went to get their hire car. They all knew they had a long drive to the place they were 

saying at in a place called Epidavros. 

In the morning they set off to a huge amphitheatre called Ancient Epidavros. There was also an archaeological 

site with a stadium where the Ancient Greeks preformed their athletics. Later on that day they all drove to 

their next apartment where they were staying for four days. The apartment was up on the top of a steep hill in 

the middle of nowhere. The owners of the apartment lived in Athens and also owned a house above theirs.  

Matti exclaimed “The location was a really joyful place to play.” The owners had a really energetic dog called 

Shearer who Matti and Joe loved to play with. One day they drove to a place called Leonidio and set 

off on a five mile walk across the pass to the other side. When they arrived at the road they didn’t 

know where to go so they just walked down a random road but found they were going the wrong 

way, so they had to walk up the busy main road to the bus stop. They finally made it home and were 

ready for a soothing hot chocolate by the fire. 

  A few days later they set off to their third apartment at in a place called Avia very near a city 

called Kalamata. The apartment was only three metres away from the sea. At the shore there were 

masses of crabs in the rocks. One day they all of them went to a beach called Voidikilia. It was 

shaped in a large mushroom shape and you could walk 

out 70m into the sea and you could still touch the sea bed. There were lots of transparent fish 

swimming down at the bottom. Joe and Matti kept chasing the fish around in the water.  That 

night their cousins were arriving in Kalamata. They were staying very near to the Ligemas so 

they came over for an hour to play. On the beach they had a sand sculpture competition next to 

the shore. Later on they went swimming and they found a large hole underwater. They all swam 

over to the rocks and found a clam. All the others except Joe started to swim around the corner 

but Lorna called them to come back. Joe had already made it back to the beach. All the others 

had started swim back when disaster struck… Lottie shouted “Jellyfish!”  Their mum thought she 

was just joking but unfortunately she wasn’t and she was stung all over the leg. Matti was also 

stung by another jellyfish on the arm.  

They had lots more fun exploring the countryside, going for walks, and even skinny dipping! A fun – filled adventure was had by all. 

Stupendous Spain                               

 In August the Kelly family flew to Alicante and then went to Xábier. They went to visit their uncle and auntie, and alt-

hough they arrived at midnight, the two older children went for swim in their pool straight away! Younger brother Eddie sensi-

bly went to bed. 

 Most days started when they rolled out of bed at ten in the morning, followed by lots of lazing by the pool and swim-

ming. James and is mum went for five mile run on one of the days, but the thirty five degree heat made it very difficult.  

 They enjoyed eating out at local restaurants and eating lots of ice-cream. James particularly liked the raspberry flavour. 

They had fun on the beach and played on a giant inflatable castle. Eddie said, “I really enjoyed it because there were lots of 

activities. My favourite part was the monkey bars because it did not hurt when you fell off.” 

 They also went to a waterpark in Benidorm and enjoyed some very exciting rides, made even slippier by having put on 

far too much sun cream! That night they had a pool party and limboed the night away before moving on to their next stop. 

They were sad to be leaving their family but looking forward to the activities planned. It stayed very hot, so they planned to 

walk up a hill early to try and avoid the heat.  

 They had a fantastic time, and James hopes he will be able to go again soon. 

We wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas. 


